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And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’ Luke 7:50 

 
So, Gretchen and I had a deal: if the anti-marriage amendment passed in the 

legislature on Thursday, or if there was another postponement, she would preach today. If 
we defeated the amendment, I would preach. (This is the kind of deal you get to make if 
you are the rector.) 

And so, here I am. Because we won. As The Globe said, Right of Gays to Marry 
Secure for Years. After 3 1/2 years of active struggle, controversy, a roller coaster of 
excitement and depression, the triumphs of Goodridge and May 17th, with all the setbacks 
and new challenges and surprises and cliffhangers surrounding those peak moments, here 
we are. Right of Gays to Marry Secure for Years.  

As Gretchen would doubtless say, and I’ll say it for her, How great is that? 

I still can’t completely believe it, can’t comprehend it fully. But it’s true. The 
forces of homophobia, discrimination, exclusion, and intolerance have suffered a major 
setback. They don’t know what to do next. As Kris Mineau strangely said to The Globe 
on Friday, “We don’t have a 12 step program for recovery.”  I said to Sam, “ Does this 
mean they are addicted to hate, or what?”  

So, I was busy earlier this week when I would normally have been studying the 
readings and meditating about my sermon. When we won on Thursday and I was up to 
preach, I hadn’t even looked at the lectionary. “Well,” Gretchen said, “It doesn’t matter 
what the readings are, does it? We won!”  

But we are Anglicans, the people of the book. Of course the readings matter. And 
as I have experienced many times, the readings seem often to be sent by God to comment 
on the events of the day. When I finally settled down to look, I discovered that the Gospel 
for today is, of course, the story of the woman who anoints Jesus.  
            This is the biblical woman who has claimed me. She took possession of me some 
years ago, and I have written a series of poems about her: her life, her choices, her 
ministry to Jesus. She appears in all four Gospels; this woman who commits the bold and 
visionary and compassionate act of anointing Jesus.  



Because she appears in all the Gospels, and because she is a woman, the 
probability seems high that this extraordinary event actually happened. Luke’s version is 
not my favorite – Luke makes the woman into a sinner, a prostitute, conflating her, 
presumably, with Mary Magdalene. But in Mark, the oldest, the original Gospel, she is 
nameless, an unknown woman. That makes her all the more remarkable, and brave – a 
stranger and a woman entering a roomful of men and approaching and anointing their 
leader.  

The four gospel writers present her in different ways and attach different 
teachings to her. Here, Luke has a teaching about love and forgiveness; because the 
woman has been forgiven much, she will love much. The other Gospelists take the 
opportunity to comment on the poor (who will be always with us and will always need 
our compassion) while at the same time noting that Jesus needs and deserves attention 
then and there.  

Well, the teachings are what they are, and will always be with us. But it is the 
woman herself who haunts me. When I first began to think and pray and write about her, 
I was focused on her compulsion to commit an individual and personal act of healing. I 
thought of her need to get into that room, as I had once felt called and compelled to get 
into the room of a man I loved who was dying, a room where many might have said I did 
not belong. I saw her as my biblical alter ego, a persona in whose voice I could write 
about mysterious, unsanctioned connections– the one she felt for Jesus, the one I felt for 
my friend– in whose voice I could write about resolve, determination, faithfulness, about 
a deep love that transcends convention and even understanding.  

But as I have lived and worked and prayed with this nameless woman over the 
years, I have come to see her in a broader and more public light. I have come to see her as 
a prophet. Prophets are not simply people who can see and predict the future, like fortune 
tellers, though that’s a popular way of thinking about them. Prophets are folk who see 
deeply into the heart of our social world; who see the brokenness, who see the injustice, 
who see the need for healing, and who are compelled to proclaim what they see and to 
work for the repair of the world.  

The woman who anoints Jesus sees all these things. She sees that Jesus is soon to 
be arrested and to die; therefore she anoints him, as it was customary to anoint bodies for 
burial. She sees the deep sorrow of the world, and weeps continually. She sees Jesus’ 
need to be healed himself, and heals him with her tears. And she does all this in the face 



of misunderstanding, disapproval, and prejudice. She gets into the room, and she does it 
all. How great is that? 

To me this nameless woman has come to exemplify and to incorporate the 
dimensions of prophetic ministry: feeling and conviction, faith and action. This Gospel 
from Luke, while it is not my favorite, does highlight the passion of her act: she weeps 
and weeps, she bathes Jesus’ feet in tears, she anoints him with her tears as well as with 
oil from the alabaster jar. 

In any movement for social justice, such as the one in which we have been 
engaged for marriage equality, so many tears are shed. Indeed, it is the tears of sorrow, of 
deep pain for the brokenness of the world, that impels us into action. The tears of the 
LGBT community for the countless cruelties and exclusions and rejections inflicted upon 
them over the years. The denial of not only their rights but their humanity. These tears 
have watered the movement, these deep sorrows have transformed the hearts of the 
oppressed and the marginalized, and the hearts of those who have been drawn into this 
struggle. 

And in any movement for social justice, the oppressed and marginalized must 
become emboldened. As the nameless woman was emboldened. Those who have been 
excluded must become resolved to get into the room: the room where truth is spoken to 
power, the room where the consciences of well-meaning men and women are charged 
with their responsibility to the lost, the least, and the left behind. And as we move into 
that room, we are more and more deeply impressed, as Jeff Mello once eloquently said to 
me, impressed with the magnitude of what has been withheld.  

In the case of marriage equality, what has been withheld is named as all those 
rights and responsibilities that go with marriage. But it’s much more than that. The 
magnitude is humanity, full humanity. That is what has been withheld, and is no longer, 
thanks to the courage and the conversion of our legislature and our governor, thanks to 
the passionate and unremitting work of so many, many people over so many, many years.  

What is most deeply prophetic about the nameless woman, I believe, is that she 
sees Jesus completely, for who he is, in all his naked need, his fully humanity, his sorrow. 
She sees his destiny. . 

And he sees her. Her faith, her love, her full humanity. Together, they make 
something whole. 



As we have made something whole this week in this Commonwealth. We have 
made justice whole, equality whole, love whole, in ways they have not been before. Our 
work is not yet done.  

But because we have done what we have done, because we have made something 
whole, we are equipped for the next steps in our journey to repair the world. We have 
acted on our faith, and our faith has saved us. We go in peace.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Amen 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


