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God is rich in mercy.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday John 3:14-21
Monday Numbers 21:4-9
Tuesday Ephesians 2:1-10
Wednesday Romans 9:6-18
Thursday Isaiah 30:18-22
Friday Titus 3:1-8
Saturday Psalm 107:1-3,17-22 Thanksgiving for deliverance
Sunday John 12:20-33

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

God so loved the world
The serpent of bronze
Faith is a gift from God
God'’s choice of Israel
God’s promise to Zion
Maintain good deeds

The hour has come

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved
us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.

Ephesians 2:4-5 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
God of mercy, your love for us is more than we deserve but all that we need and want through
Jesus Christ, your Son who came to give us eternal life. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, your kindness to us is everlasting; we thank you for your daily love for us that includes
this gift of food. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the mercy of God be your everlasting joy.
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS Ge®

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e When is a time you needed to ask for help with something because you could not do it
alone?
e Arelationship with God is a gift that only God can give us. How is this a challenge to our
desire to control our own destiny?

DEVOTIONS 2

Read: Ephesians 2:1-10.

These verses are packed with powerful themes, some of which pose a challenge to
make-it-on-your-own individualism and flawed self-confidence. Ephesians points out that 1) we
were spiritually dead because of our brokenness, 2) our misguided passions for pleasure lead
us away from God, 3) only God’s mercy, grace, and love can intervene to renew our lives in
Christ, and 4) God’s intervention gives us a new and God-focused passion to do good works,
not to earn anything but to simply live as we were created to be. Once we get beyond a sense
of making it on our own in life—including making it spiritually with God—we are set free to
experience lives that “God prepared beforehand to be our way of life” (v. 10). God’s nature is
love and mercy. In the language of Psalm 107:1, God is good and God’s “steadfast love endures
forever.” Similarly, Ephesians 2:8 summarizes much of our biblical faith: “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God.”

Discuss: How does God’s mercy and grace make a difference in your daily life?

Pray: Almighty and merciful God, we thank you for your love that never ceases to reach out
to us with your saving grace through Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE ¢f

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you show love and mercy to someone who is hurting?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS ﬁ

The cross is an ancient symbol of the Christian faith. It reminds us Jesus died that we may live
with God forever and is a reminder of a way of life for Jesus’ followers. Light four candles of the
seven votive candles shaped like a cross being used for Lent. Sit in silence for a moment while
looking at the cross.

Then pray: Merciful God, we thank you for your love for us that calls us out of darkness and
into the light of Christ so that we may not perish but have eternal life. Amen. (John 3:16)
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